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LELJORAIIDUII T0» Director of Central Intelligence

KRO’JGH:

fro:;:

SU3J2CT*

Deputy Director (Intelligence)

Assis tant Director, : Office of Scientific
Intelligence

Flying Saucers
~

1. P30BIXI—Td^detertiSeT
-

' (a) Jihetheror not there are national . .
- "7

: security indications in the problem of “unidentified
flying objects'*] (b) whether or not adequate study and . =

'

research is corren tlybeing directec to this problem
in its relation to such national security implications]
and (c) -.That further _ investigation and research should
be instituted,, by whoary-and under what aegis . *

T .

• 2. FACiS'Ajn)
T
DISCjSSIO!r^CSI-hIiiis^estifated the work currently

being performed on “flying saucers" and found that the

Air Technical- Intelligence Center,- DI, USAF', Yfright-—

™

Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting
appreciable effort and study to this subject, that AT1C
is concentrating ~©n a case-byrca§§: explanation of each
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over-
all basis. The current problem is discussed in detail
in TAB A.

3. CONCLUSIONS—'‘Flying saucers" pose two elements of danger
which-have national security implications. The first
involves nass psychological considerations and the

second concerns the vulnerability of the United States

to air attack. Both factors are amplified in TAB A.

fc. ACTION FSCClf2I‘iB2D--(a) That the Director of Central Intel-
ligence advise the National Security Council of the

Implications of the "flying saucer* problem and request
that research be initiated. TAB B is a draft memo-

. h— v- randuu to the KSC, for the SCI* s signatured (b) That
_v

1

the XI discuss this subject with -the Psychological

Stratc," -card. mr.orancun to the Director,
Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for sig-
nature as TAB C. (c) ihat CIA, with the cooperation

of PS3 and other interested departments and agencies,
develop and recommend for adoption by the DSC a

Approved for Release

'mm
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Flying Saucers

1. PR0BL3II—To determines ~ (a) -7/hether or not there are national
security implications in the problem of "unidentified
Hying objects’^ (’o) whether or not adequate study and
research is currently being .directed to this problem
in its relation to such national security implications;
and (c) what further investigation and research should
be instituted, by v/hos, and under what aegis. '

2. FACTS AND DISCISSION—OSS-has-investigated the work currently
being -performed on "flying saucers" and found that the
Air Techriical-Ihoel 1igence Center, DI, USA?, Yfright-

Patterson '.Mr‘?orce
_3asey is the only group devoting

appreciable effort~and stu to this subject, that ATIC
is concentrating on a-case-oy-case" explanation of each

report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late^evaluat^^ahd~resolve_ the_5ituaiAon on an over-
all basis , 1 The current problem is discussed in detail

in TAB A. -

3. CC!IJ!rJSI0:3^"HyiSg^aucers^i^pose-two
-
- elements of danger

which have ha tior.airsecurity implications. Ihe first
involves mass psycholorical CbSsiderations and the
second concern the vulnerability of the United States
to~ air attack. Both factors are amplified in XABA.

h, ACTION KSCCILSNDSD-^ (a)^That~ the Dircotor of Central Intel-
ligence advise the^'*ational- Security Council of the
implications of^tho "flying saucer " problem and request:
that ressarch be initiated,—TA5 B is a draft memo-

;— v-‘ randuri to the NSC for the XI 1 ssiVnature l.'.i (b) That

the XI discuss chic subject v.lth the Psychological
Stratify:'S 5? i .—& ^sorAndun to the Director,
Psychological Strace;y ?oard,-is attached for sig-
nature as TAB. C. -(c) fliat CIA, with the cooperation
of PS3 and "other interested

_
c!eparC»cnts and agencies,

develop and recommend for adoption by the NSC a

imO-tODUlI TO:

TKPjCiUGH:

FHO'f:

SUBJECT:
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policy of public information, which '.rill uiirvi-nize concern
and possible panic resulting froa the numerous sightings
of unidentified objects.

titK • TSeSStSC# Cni^-lsUi

Assistant Director
Scientific In telligence

TAB A-—Ifeaorar.dia to: DCI , througFTMI , Sutbjec t: Flying. ..

Saucers.
TAB B—Letter to I.'ational Security* Council with enclosure,
TAB C--&ea<rsto Directory--Psychological Strategy Board with

enclosure.

CONCURRSXSS:

:

U

Date:

Approved (disapproved)

:

I

WALTER B. KSUtt
.

Director
.



C00015339

i

tSirnAUDOM FCRt Director of- Central Intelligence

TKtGCC-H : Deputy Director (intelligence)

SG3J3CT i Flying Saucers

*

1. Recently an inquiry wascooductod by tie Office of Scientific
Intelligence to determine i/hether there are national security implications'
in the problem of •’unidentified flying objects," i.e., flying saucers;
vhether adequate study andtresearch is cviftsntly_being directed to — ;

this problem in its. relationJjo such miicrnliSecurity- implications;
and what further investigation"and research should be instituted,

'

by when, and under what aegis; 2_ 2 ..

2. It was found that the only uait of Government currently

2
studying the problem is

- the Directorate" bf^ntelligence. USAS*, which
5 has charged the Air TeehjiiclItlntelligenee:Center (ATICj with

responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings .... At ASIC

]
there is a group of three -officers and'two~secretaries to _vhlch-CCES ,

through officiai^lST^l^allT^pBrts^bf"sightings. - This group
conducts investigation of the reports,-consulting as required with
other Air Force and civilian technical personnel; A world-wide-- •:

reporting system h3s beendhstitutM-"and-rajor^air Fores 3ase3 have . •

been ordered to rake interceptions of unidentified flying objects,—;
;

The research is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to
provide a sail sfactory explanation of- each iadjvidua1~si ghtir.g. — .

.

-

ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle l-knorial Institute
for the latter to“fes tab?.!sh-«-rricMrs -indexing systen for official. ... .

reports of sightings

-

3. Since 1947^ ATIO has received "apcro:dffiately 1100 official
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls,
and press reports. -_Dwing:ihIy^-I952 alone, official reports totaled 250.
Of the 1500 reports, Air

_
Forc3

_
car:les 20 percent as unemlaincd and

of those received froa~January through July 1952 it carries 23 percent
unerolair.gd.

4.

In its inquiry into this problem, a team from CIA's Office

of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air
Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge

of the Air Force Project at Vrirht~Fatterson Air Force Base; reviewed
a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet
press ar.d broadcast indices; and conferred with three CIA consultants,
who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned.
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5. It was found that the ATIG study is probably valid if the
purpose is lira!ted to a case-by-case explanation. However, that

study doss not solve the more fundamental aspects of the problem.

These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various
phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means
by which these causes, and thoir visual or electronic effects, may
be identified immediately. Tho CIA consultants stated that these

solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond tho

frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric,

ionospheric, and extra terrestrial phenomena, with the added possibility
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also

'

be a factor. They recommended that a study group be formed to perform
three functions:

a. analyze and systems*.tigs the factors which constitute
tfco fundaments1 -problem} -- — - - -

b. determine the fields of 'fundamental science which
must be investigated in o?der to reach an understanding of

the phenccen3 involved} and

c-.“~ make rec<rmer.dations fdrlthe initiation - of appropriate

research.

Dr. Julius A. Stratton, Vice Presldent~6f~t"he lKsjachusetts Institute

of Technology, has indicated_to-CIA that such a group could be

constituted at that Institute. Similarly, Project Idncoln, tfce~''~'

Air Perce’s air defense project at 12T,~ could be charged with seme

of these responsibilities,

6. The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger

which, in a situation of international tension—have national security

implications. These are:

a .
- Psycholeric*. I ~ Pfith world-wide sightings reported, it

vas found that, up to the tine of the investigation,there had

been in tho Sovietpressnoroport or ccnaeat, even satirical,

on flying saucers f though Grcnyko had made one humorous

mention of the subject, tilth a Sta

t

e -controlled press, this

could result only”from an officlal policy decision. The

question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings:

(1) .could bo controlled,
-

7
YjKff H**--

•
'

-••• • ‘ f.; Jr* nr
a

(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used from a psychological warfare
- - — point_of view, cither offensively or defensively.
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The public concern xdth the phenonenn, vrhieh is reflected both
in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population
is dentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible.

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of jaas3

hysteria and panic."
'

b. Air Vulnerability - The. United States Air Warning Syaten
vill undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen-
ing and visual observation. The U.S.3.R. is credited with the

present capability of delivering an air attack against the

United States, yet at any given ncoent now, there Eay be

current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus rany— —

—

unofficial ones. At any ngaent of attack, ve are nw in a
position where are cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish
hardware from pfcantca, and as tension nounts ve vd.ll run the

increasing ri sic of falie "alerts end the even greater danger

of falsely identifying the :real_as pbantcas,

7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature

but each contains readily apparent -intelligence factors. .

8. Fron an operatiocal ; point~of'1vi^ff^tKTe6 actions _are

required:

a. Immediate steps should b¥"taken to improve identification

of both visual and electronic pharitda so that
,
in the event of

an attack, instant and positive identification of erery. planes
or nissiles can be cade.' r-

b. A study shovild b^^rtstituted-to deternine v>bat, if any/-

utilisation could be sade of these phenoaeta by United States
psychological warfare planners and vfcat/'if any, defenses should

be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them.

c. In order to Minimize risk of panic/ a national 'policy
—

should be established as to vhat should be told the public

regarding the phenomena.. "

9. \,Othsr intelligence proble^_
vhich"req\tire determination

are: v—. f

. a. The present-level of Soviet knowledge regarding

,v.^ these phenceens;

b. Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to
utilize these phenomena to the detrirent of United States

security interests. " ^ .



c. Tho reason®' for silence in the Soviet press

regarding flying saucers.

10. Additional research, differing in character and emphasis

from that presentlyJfeeiRgperformod by Air Force, v/ill he required

to neot tho specific reeds of both operations and intelligence.

Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection

and analysis can bo discharged with najdnui.1 effectiveness only after

much more is known regarding tha exact nature of these phenomena.

11. I consider this problem to be of such importance that it

should he brought to tfce
_
attentibh

—
of -the llational Security Council *

in order that a cccaunity-\dde coordinated effort towards its solution

my be initiated.

caipysu, /

Assistant Director
Scientiflsrlntelligoace
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